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SMITH. John,

t/a Blue Fly Bus Service,

Teeton Lane,
CREATON.
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Lea’s Northampton Directory of 1914 lists John Smith as a carrier operating on
Wednesdays and Saturdays from the Criterion public house in Northampton’s town
centre to Chapel Brampton, Creaton and Teeton. As he would have proceeded via
Spratton he possibly carried goods to this village also unless he had an arrangement to the
contrary with Spratton based carriers.

Itis not known how long John Smith, usually known as Jack, continued with this business
or, indeed, whether he served in the First World War. However, after the War Jack Smith
was driving buses on a Guilsborough to Northampton service being operated by Norman
Heeps of Guilsborough (NN-HEZ2). Whether Norman Heeps abandoned his bus service in
1923 or sold the goodwill of the route to Jack Smith is uncertain, but in July 1923 Jack
bought a used Ford T lorry which was registered BD 3068. It is understood that forms
were placed in or on this vehicle for the carriage of passengers and Jack Smith ran to
Northampton on Wednesdays and Saturdays as he did in 1914.

The breakthrough into the operation of bespoke bus services in Jack Smith’s own right
came in the following year, 1924, when on 3rd June Jack bought his first REO Speed
Wagon bus which was a fourteen-seater registered BD 9550. Messrs Allchin & Son of
Kingsthorpe Grove,Northampton was the local REO agent so it is likely that Jack Smith
bought this and most of his subsequent REOs from this source.

Concurrently with purchasing BD 9550 Jack Smith made application to Northampton
Borough Council Watch Committee for a Hackney Carriage Licence to operate a
charabanc from Campbell and Regent Squares, Northampton and this was granted.
All the evidence suggests that Jack Smith was quite successful with his passenger service
which ran from Creaton via Spratton and Chapel Brampton to Regent Square whilst
the carriers side of the business was given up or, at least, the parcels and goods were
henceforth carried on the buses rather than being carried by lorry.

Bygone Buses of Northamptonshire is compiled by R M Warwick, "Torestyn" 101 Broadway East, Northampton NN3 2PP, who
would be pleased to be advised of any additional information relating to the above operator. The records of the PSV Circle and the
tOmnibus Society have been consulted extensively for this series and acknowledgement and thanks are due to these organisations. J
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As far as rolling stock was concerned Jack Smith favoured REO buses and bought no
other makes. Over the next six years he built up his fleet to six vehicles - all Speed Wagons.
In June 1925 he purchased RP 1182 which was a twenty-seat REO and followed this up
in July 1926 with another similar bus. This one was registered RP 3124 and was supplied
by Messrs Harris & Hasell of Bristol who were the sole concessionaires in Great Britain
and Ireland for the American built REO chassis.

Unfortunately, at an unknown date in the latter part of 1926 the REO registered RP 1182
was destroyed by fire. It seems to have been replaced by a second-hand REO originally
purchased by Thomas Miller of Welford (NN-MI4) and may have been acquired direct or
via Allchin’s. This particular machine was registered RP 206 and was also a twenty-seater.
No new buses were purchased in 1927 but two more REOs took to the road in 1928 in Jack
Smith’s blue and white livery. These were registered RP 5469 and RP 5715 respectively in
March and April 1928, both seating twenty passengers. The only other vehicles known to
have been taken into Jack Smith’s stock was yet another REO, a second-hand vehicle
supplied by Messrs Allchin & Son and having earlier served with Jelley’s Coachways of
Cosgrove (NN-JE3). This was a 1925 model with fourteen-seat bodywork, registered
RP 713.

It is not known exactly when Jack Smith decided to name his service “The Blue Fly Bus
Service”, possibly right from the start. Whenever it was, his first bus was named “Blue
Fly” - presumably BD 9550 - and thereafter each bus was named after a different kind of
fly. Apart from “Blue Fly” others remembered were “May Fly”, “Gad Fly” and “Fire Fly”
which, hopefully, was not RP 1182 which was consumed by flames! RP 5715 was definitely
“Dragon Fly” and a photograph of it has survived and is shown on the next page.

This photograph of
Spratton Church
also depicts a REO
bus in Church Road,
allegedly in 1928,
and whilst not
identifiable, is pretty
certain to be one of
John Smith’s fleet -
but not “Dragon Fly”.
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This interesting picture of REO Speed Wasgon - RP5715 - taken in High Street,
Spratton shows (a) “Blue Fly Service” displayed at the front; (b) “The Dragon Fly” and
“to Guilsborough “ on the side and (c) although not legible on this illustration, the

side route board reads “Brampton, Spratton, Creaton, Hollowell”. Albert Branson was
the driver.

Returning to the subject of Jack Smith’s service, in view of Jack having driven Norman
Heeps’ buses between Guilsborough - Hollowell - Creaton - Spratton - Chapel Brampton
and Northampton it may well have been that he operated from Guilsborough rather than
Creaton from the beginning, but no evidence has been seen to confirm this. However, if
Creaton was the original northern terminus, this had been moved to Guilsborough by
March 1926 at the latest. No doubt as Jack Smith acquired his second and third buses the
service was increased from Wednesdays and Saturdays operation to a daily timetable.
Evidently from Monday llth June 1928 the route was again extended northwards to
include Thornby and Naseby. Once more at an unknown date a shoppers facility was
toperated to Market Harborough on Tuesday market days.

J
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" OTICE TO TRADESMEX
I\ WORKPEOPLE, Ere

THE BLUE FLY BUS SERVICE
Has now been Extended to
THORNBY and NASEBY

An Additional Bus leaves gt 7.30 s.m, ¢ach
day for sll Villsges, snd at 2.:3 p.m,
on Bundays,

THE NEW TIME-TABLE can be seen at the
YWHEATBHEAPF,” Regunt-square.

A facsimile of an advertisement placed by Jack
Smith in the Northampton Daily Chronicle of
IIth June 1928, giving notice of the extension of
his Blue Fly service to Thornby and Naseby.

Lubenham

Marston
Trussell

Market Harborough

Sibbertoft

Naseby
Thornby

Guilsborough

Creaton
Hollowell

Spratton

Chapel
Brampton

Kingsthorpe

Northampton

John Smith’s
“Blue Fly”

Bus Service:
Northampton (Regent Square) -
Chapel Brampton - Spratton - Creaton -
Hollowell - Guilsborough - Thornby -
Naseby - Sibbertoft - Marston Trussell -
Lubenham - Market Harborough.

Regent
Square

\
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The ‘* BLUE FLY ** Bus Service between NORTHAMPTON, GUILSBOROUGH
AND NASEBY, calling at Intermediat Villages. Starting at Regent Square.

SUNDAYS,

mave | oew e | row | e | P | m | P.M. ]p.u. PM. | P | P.M. |PM.
«.mhampmluuzozm 245/330 530|545 640830 8459 0 —
Rrampton ... 1502 10| 225| 255340540 5551650{840|855:910|—
Spratton .....|2 0(220(285/3 5/330(550(/6 5(7 0{850/9 5/920|—
Creaton .....| 2§ 5| 2§25 | 2§40 | 3§10 | 3 55, 5 55, 6 10 17 585!9108 25| —
Hollowell ......i 210 12302453154 0'6 0'/815/71008 0| — '930|—
Guilsboro' ...| 215|235 (250/32)[4 56 5625|7159 5| — |935) —
Thoraby ...... | = — |25 - | — | — 630 =] — 1920, — ! —
Naseby «........ |—_.35—__-.-!s4o-—9:m—-

LEAVE EP.I P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. P.M. B.M. P.M.| PM. M. : P. M. .M.
Naseby ......... | — | — | — l145| — 1430 — [— — | — & — [750
Thoraby ...... —_ - — 155 — 1440, — | — | — — ' — 8 0
Guilsboro' .| — [1 0| — |2 0l220 445/ — 1550 730(750(8 0810
Hallowell ......| — |1 §| — |2 3 225 450 | — (555735755 8 5815
Creaton ...... 1265'110|185{210!2§30|4§55 |50 8 01740 8 0/!810(820
Spratton 1 0|115(140(215|235/5 0|5 51[6 5745/8 5!815825
Brampton 110/125|150|225|2451519 515315755 815|8 25835
Northampton | 120 | 185 |2 0235 255i520l5251625| 8 25 assleus

} | ! i
§ Creaton Sanatorium. 1 Thursdays only.
* Market Harborough on Tuesdays. t Saturdays only,

The ** BLUER FLY " Bus Service between NORTHAMPTON, GUILSBOROUGH
AND NASEBY, calling at Intermediate Villages. Starting at Regent S8quare.

MONDAYS, TUESDAYS, THURSDAYS and FRIDAYS

l | ! I ;
LEAVE CALM, AIIA\HIAH Au ol oo Pll. P.M.| P.M | P.M. pn!rnl !
Northampton 7 07 30, 8 30'10 012 0, 1 30 2 "l ;4 15'5 05 3016 6 15/7 1 isufi
Brampton ...;7 1017 40| 8 40'10 10/12 10' 1 40| 2 1 0'4 25/5 105 406 106 25'7 209 10
Spratton ...... 7 207 50, 8 50,10 20/12 20/ 1 50, 2 20: 4 20*4 35(5 20,5 50,6 2016 35/7 30/ 20
Creaton ......7 257 55' 8 55'10 2512 25 1 55' 2 25| 4 254 40,5 255 55,6 255 407 35 25
Hollowell ......;7 308 0/ 9 010 30|12 30| 2 0/ 2 30| 4 3014 45| — 6 0 — 8 4517 409
Guilshoro” ...7 358 5' 9% 510 3512 35| 2 5, 2 35/ 4 35|4 50, — 6 5 — 7 45
Thoraby ...... '7 4018 10, 9*10' ~. 12 40 2 10 - 4 ss| - l__ | |3
LEAVE ian!an f A A A A ' P | o.u. !P.IIPII rulru P.M. P.M.
Thornby ... — | — 740/ 8 400 — | — 12 50| — | — |— — |— 5 sfs 16] -
Guisloro' ... — | — (743 845 — 11 01 O — 50— — 4 505 106 208 5
Hollowell ... — ' — | 7 50' 8 50| — {11 51 § — |2 58l — — s 555 15'6 25[8 10
Creaton ...... 6 256 457 55, 8 55 — 11 10/ 1 10 2 503 0 — 4 305 05 206 30[8 15
Spratton ....... 630550/ 8 0'8 0 — 1115 115 2 53 8 = 4 3555 55 256 40/8 20
Brampton ...[6 407 0' 8 10,9 10) — |11 25/ 125 3 5[3 15| — 4 455 155 358 508 30
Northampton 6 507 10,8 209 20 — 11 33/ 1 JSI 318825 — 4 555 255 4517 08 40
; i |
§ Creaton Sanatorium. 1' Thursdays only.
* Market Harborough on Tuesdays. 1 Saturdays only.

Jack Smith’s Blue Fly timetable for Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays
current at December 1930.

\s >

010705 Revised 010814




N

M of
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE NN_ S M 5

AEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESR
. n Page 6
= SMITH. John (t/a Blue Fly) - CREATON =
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEETR

The ‘“ BLUE FLY >’ Bus Service between NORTHAMPTON, GUILSBOROUGH

AND NASEBY, calling at Intermediate Villages. Starting at Regent Square,

WEDNESDAYS AND SATURDAYS.

LEAVE AMIAM|AM| AM | AM. l AM. | AM, | AM | PM. |PM|PM|PM|PM|PM
Northampton ......|7 0|7 30/8 30, 9 20{10 010 30{11 011 15{12 0|1 o1 45;2 0j2 453 @
]?rampton 7 40|18 40| 9 3OIlD 10|10 4051! 10131 2512 101 10{1 552 10:2 55(3 i0
Spratton .... 7 50{8 50| & 40,10 20|10 4511 20/11 35[12 20|11 20{2 52 20{3 53 20
Creaton 7 55{8 55/ 9 45;10 25110 50i11 25{11 40{12 25[1 25/2§10/2§25/3 103 25
Ho_llowe]l 8 09 09 50110 30 — 11 30i — 112 30|1 302 152 35| — 13 30
Guilsborough ...... 7 35(8 5{9 5| 9 55'10 35 — i11 35 — 112 351 35/2 202 35| — 3 35
Thornby ............ 740810910—"— — i— {11 50 — | — |2 20| — |3 20| —
Naseby arr. ... — 820920 — {—~ |— !'— [12 o — |— |2 30| — [3 30| —

LEAVE PM]P.M. | P.M. | P. | PM.|PM. |PM.|PM. | P.M. | P.M, | P.M. [ P.M. | PX.
Northampton ...[3 30| 4 0] 4 15| 5 053006 0/ 615710[730/815 845 9 0 9145
Brampton ...... 3 40; 4 10{ 4 25{ 5 10| 5 40 6 10| 6 25| 7 20| 7 40| 8 25| 8 55| 9 10 9155
Spratton ......... 3 50! 4 20| 4 35 520‘550{620 635730750 8359 5 9 20i10% §
Creaton .........|3 55{ 4 25| 4 40| § 25 5 55/ 6 25/ 6 40| 7 35| 7 55/ 8 40/ 9 10| 9 25 10110
Ho.l]owell ......... 3 5|4 30 4 45/ 5 30 — 6 30| 6 45 7 40| — 8 45| — 9 30|10115
Guilsborough ...[3 10| 4 35| 4 50| 5 35| — |6 35/ 6 50| 7 45| — |8 50| — | 9 35 10120
Thornby ......... — | |45} — |6 §|— |— |— (8 5 — [920 — | —
Naseby ............ — ¢ |— | — | 615 — | — | — 8 15, — 9 30| — —

§ Creaton Sanatorium, t Thursdays only.

® Market Harborough or Tuesdays. 1 Saturdays only.

The ¢« BLUE FLY '’ Bus Service between HORTHAMPTON, GUILSBOROUGH -

AND NASEBY, calling at Intermediate Viilages. Starting at Regent Square.
WEDNESDAYS AND SATURDAYS.

LEAVE AMIAMAMIAM|AM] AM. | AM. | AM. | AM.| AM. | P.M. | P.M, | P.M| P,M.| P.M.

Naseby ...... — =l =] —f1—1915 90385 — | — | — | — (1235 —| 1230

Thornby ..~ | — (740 — | — 925 945 — | — | — | — 12 45| — | — (2 40

Guilsborough | — { — |7 458 408 0 — | — |10 0 — [11 012 0O — 11 02 0 —

Hollowell ...| — | — |7 508 4519 5 — | — |10 5 — (11 512 5 — 1 52 5 —

Creaton ...... 6 256 457 558 5010 10| 9 35 © 55/10 1011 0/11 1012 10{12 55:1 10{2 10/2 50

Spratton ...[6 306 508 0'8 55/9 15/ 9 4010 010 15{11 5|11 15/12 15{ 1 01 152 15!2 55

Brampton ...[6 4017 08 109 5/9 25 9 50{10 10{10 25|11 1511 25{12 25| 1 10/1 25{2 253 5

Northampton/6 507 108 20,9 158 35/10 0!10 2010 3311 25/11 35(12 35| 1 20!1 35i2 35'3 15

LEAVE PM.|PM|PM|PM|PM|PM | PM|PM]PM|PM|PM]|PM,|P.H]|P.M,

Naseby v.ovevereeemnienennnnn. — 230 — | —|— |4 0 —| —|— 1620 —|— | — 8430

Thoronby ....cccvcvviirinnnnns — 240 — | — | — 1410 — | — i5 5630|—----840

Guilsborough ............... 2 30f — (3 04 o4 10 — | — |4 50i5 10} — 16 45{7 Ol8 5| —

Hollowell .....ccvvvvvvnnennn., 235 — |3 54 5415 — —455515!§-—~6507 58 10| —

Creaton ..................... 2 40[2 50{3 104 104 20[4 20/4§45/5§ 0|5 206 40/6 55/7 10|8 15/8 50

SPratton .......ceeonneennnf2 4512 553 1504 154 254 254 50{5 5|5 25/6 45(7 07 158 2018 55

Brampton .................. 2 558 513 25/4 254 354 355 0/5 155 356 557 107 258 309 5

Northampton ...............;13 53 153 35/4 35/4 45/4 45!5 10/5 255 4517 517 207 358 409 15

§ Creaton Sanatorium. t+ Thursdays only.

* Market Harborough on Tuesdays. 1 Saturdays only.
Jack Smith’s Blue Fly timetable for Wednesdays and Saturdays current at December 1930,
the provision of which would have called for the use of nearly all his vehicles.

J
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For a time Jack Smith’s son - John George Ambrose Smith - was in business with his

father but the two could not get along well together so the son operated on his own from
1927. (See paper NN-SM7).

By 1929 John Smith felt he had had enough of running his buses and possibly the
uncertainty of the forthcoming 1930 Road Traffic Act or, alternatively, seeing United
Counties Omnibus & Road Transport Co Ltd acquire the services of the Northampton
Motor Omnibus Co Ltd in 1928, which brought United Counties onto the Guilsborough
road with a good service, may have influenced Jack that it was the right time to quit.
Whatever happened, Jack Smith offered his business to United Counties in June 1929
asking for £2,500 for the services and four twenty-seat REO buses. However, the Company
was not interested at that time but Jack Smith again offered to sell the services only for
£700 in February 1930. This time negotiations between the two parties based on a figure
of £500 almost resulted in an agreement but United Counties stipulated that Jack Smith
should only continue to run private hire vehicles from the places served on his existing
bus route whereas Jack Smith wished to encompass a much wider area.

Another year was to pass before United Counties actually took over Blue Fly with
effect from 25th March 1931. It seems that in the intervening period Jack Smith died
on 15th December 1930 and his wife, Ada Elizabeth Smith, continued the business for
three months prior to disposing of it to United Counties for £800, which sum included
the routes and Blue Fly’s six vehicles.

Rolling Stock:
. Dates
Regn. [Chassis| Type | Chassis| Body |Seats | Body Former Disposal Nts
No. No. No. | New | S/H W/D |Owner
BD 3068 | Ford T 4569600 ? Lorry/ | — |7/23| — ? — ? 1
Bus

BD 9550 REO Speed 100387 ? B14 — |6/24| — 3/31 — United Counties
Wagon F (217)

RP 1182 | REO Speed 113766 ? B20F — | 6/25| — 12/26 |— Destroyed by fire
Wagon F

RP 3124| REO Speed | 129868 ? B20F | — |7/26| — 3/31 | Supp Harris Hassell, |United Counties
Wagon F Bristol (220)

RP 206 | REO Speed | 108552 ? B20F — [12/24{c9/26?| 3/31 |T J Miller, Welford United Counties
Wagon F (218)

RP 5469 | REO Speed 147588 ? B20F — 13/28| — 3/31 — United Counties
Wagon F (221)

RP 5715| REO Speed 146198 ? B20F — | 4/28| — 3/31 — United Counties 1
Wagon F (222)

RP 713 | REO Speed 113185 ? B14F — | 4/25|6/30? | 3/31 |Allchin & Son, N'pton/ | United Counties
Wagon F M E Jelley, Cosgrove |(219)

Notes: 1 - BD 3068 last owned by L W Collyer, Kettering and last licensed 12/31
2 - RP 5715 was named Dragon Fly.
Each of Smith’s buses were named after a fly - other known names were Blue Fly, May Fly, Gad Fly and Fire Fly.
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