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WREN. William Edward
The Poplars, West Street
EARLS BARTON

011014

FACT: William Edward Wren of The Poplars, Earls Barton purchased a twelve-seater 
Arrol-Johnston charabanc which was registered to him on 30th January 1915 as NH 1490. 
It was a 30/40 horsepower machine painted in a buff livery but it did not remain with 
Wren for many months before being transferred to a Warwickshire owner on 27th 
October 1915. No evidence has been found to confirm that Wren actually operated this 
charabanc.

SPECULATION: A William Edward Wren owned a boot polish works in Greyfriars 
Street, Northampton and was a prolific backer of local business enterprises. He is known 
to have had a financial interest in George Clark’s Weedon bus operation (NN-CL6) and the 
Midland Motor Bus Co Ltd, Northampton (NN-MI1). If the William Edward Wren featured 
in this paper is the Boot Polish Wren it maybe that he had purchased the Arrol-Johnston 
NH 1490 with a view to supporting another local enterprise rather than running it himself, 
but 1915 during the First World War was not an ideal time to start bus services or to 
operate excursions and so the project may never have got off the ground. This theory has 
yet to be proved or disproved.
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